
WASHINGTON
2013 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

SUPPORT PROGRAMS THAT CLOSE THE ACHIEVEMENT GAP
AND INCREASE STUDENTS’ DEPTH OF UNDERSTANDING.

Expand Federal Way’s Academic Acceleration model. Academic Acceleration includes students of color and
from low-income families in college-credit classes (AP, IB) in high school by automatically enrolling every
student who is ready.  These students are more likely to gain admission to and be prepared for college.

Allow computer science classes to count as a math or science graduation requirement, adopt rigorous
standards and provide teacher training to ensure more students learn this career-ready skill.

Adopt the Next Generation Science Standards.

Revise the Learning Assistance Program (LAP) and the Transitional Bilingual Instructional Program 
(TBIP) to ensure funds are supporting students in meeting high expectations through wise spending
on investments aimed at closing the achievement gap. 

HOLD SCHOOLS AND DISTRICTS ACCOUNTABLE FOR WISE
SPENDING AND STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

Create and fund an accountability system that gives the state a menu of e�ective options for improving
schools that continue to struggle despite local e�orts (e.g. charter conversion, state control of turn-
arounds, and school closure).

Provide easy to understand and transparent school performance data in a centralized location. Use letter
grades (A-F) to indicate overall school performance.

Create a data system that links student achievement results with funding to create transparency and
accountability for wise local spending.

PROVIDE ADEQUATE FUNDING FOR BASIC EDUCATION
AND EDUCATION REFORMS 

Phase-in Basic Education funding for Full-day Kindergarten, transportation, and operating costs including
materials and supplies (MSOC). 

Redirect K-3 class size dollars to proven investments for our youngest students, such as early learning (ECEAP).

Fund the implementation of on-going reforms including the career and college ready 24-credit diploma,
the teacher and principal evaluation system, Common Core Standards, and the Washington Charter School
Commission.
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Please note that legislative priorities may change as bills move through the legislature.
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